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B aseball is the national pastlme ~ Andy
but h‘agatxon isa close second S0 o

anndunced $500 mﬂhon ren
: *Ciucago s ergley Field has beer

}change those c m
51ders thata

f:'rooftops across the street. That is where
_the potential lawsuit comes in.- '
This isn’t the first time that rooftop ,
owners and the Cubs organization have
had to address their coexistence. In

- 'from thgelr property.”

_ Deppert and the 'Detroklt Baseballi |
. described their case in nearly the same

ne1ghbors as well as to reap a proﬁt

g’ language: To the team, it was about the
.+ “golden rule of the common law”—a

man has dommance over his own prop-

10 erty. To Deppert, it was about man’s

sold 1efreshments to hls spectators, who -

numbered 25 t0 100 per game, -

But Deppe" didn’t own a building in
Chicago. He wned one in Detroit. And
layed on the field:across
the street was the Detroit Baseball Club,

“pleased with Deppert and. dema nded
that he stop selling access. to. s’ra
views. He refused. The late 19th.
- might have been a gentler time, bt

. Am rlcas real na’cwnal pastlm

,  . inalienable right to use his property as
- he sees fit, as long as he obeys the law:

Much has changed in the nearly 130

' years since John Deppert Jr. and the De-

troit Baseball Club went to bat against
each other. But their story—like that of
Wrigley Field today—illustrates at least
one constant in American life: Citizens
will go to great lengths to guard their
property and maximize its value. That i Is
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